


Background of shrimp aquaculture industry in 

Sri Lanka

ÅThe shrimp aquaculture industry  initially emerged  
in the Eastern Province

Å It collapsed due to civil war

ÅThe industry  was revived  in the North Western 
Province in 1980

ÅThe industry recorded  its peak economic 
performances in the year 2000 by earning Mn USD 
69.4 worth of foreign exchange ï4855 mt

ÅThere was a severe threat from White Spot Disease  
in the past and it was firstly appeared and affected 
shrimp aquaculture in 1996.



ÅShrimp production came down up to 1570 mt in 2005
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Impact of the WSSV to draw down the shrimp 
aquaculture production



ÅAll the stakeholders of the industry stressed and 
compelled to the Government, there should be a new 
proper management system to control the adhoc 
aquaculture practices and uplift the existing management 
system of the shrimp aquaculture industry.

ÅAfter having necessary consultations with all the 
industry stakeholders following strategies were 
implemented



Strategies Implemented

1. Establishment of Shrimp Farm Monitoring and Extension Unit

2. Zoning

3. A Society was formed for each sub zone

4. New association was formed and it was comprised with shrimp 
breeders, shrimp farmers, feed suppliers, chemical suppliers, 
consultants, etc.

5. Co-management system and public private partnerships were 
established with NAQDA

6. Establishment of PCR laboratory, Disease diagnosis laboratory, 
Water quality laboratory and Algae culture unit

7. Dredging of Dutch canal

8. Demarcation of the Dutch canal Reservation

9. Mangrove Plantation



Strategies Implemented

10.Implementation of Crop Calendar

11.Implementation of BMPs

12.New Regulations

13.Implementation of Hatchery Grading system

14.Special bio security measures

15.Broodstock screening for WSSV



Establishment of Brackish water fish health laboratory 

complex attached to the SFM&EU at Bathulu Oya

Three 
Laboratories

PCR 

laboratory

Disease 
diagnosis 

laboratory

Water quality 
laboratory 

and

Algae culture unit

4319 PCR tests done by the 
PCR laboratory to screening the 

WSSV disease in 2015



Zoning

Public Private Partnership

NAQDA

SLADAASSOCIATION



Dredging of Dutch Canal

Å Majority of the farms depends on the Dutch Canal   as the 
common source of the supply of water

Å The water intake and discharge was carried out using same canal 
and it caused pollution

Å Deterioration of water quality in Dutch Canal was affected to 
create positive environment to the spread of White Spot disease

Å Dutch Canal was also silted and therefore water flow was also 
inhibited 



Dutch Canal


